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HOME, SWEET HOME
Hope plays home opener at Sentinel Community Tourna ment, B1 �T

BY MEGAN SCHMIDT
megan.schmidt@hollandsentinel.com

(616) 546-4279

Authorities are awaiting 
autopsy results to positively 
identify a man who died in 
a mobile home fire Thurs
day morning in Hamilton.

Firefighters were called to 
the fully involved blaze at 
3377 46th Ave. at 5:15 a.m. 
About 15 minutes into fight
ing the fire, they found the 
man's body near the front 
entry of the residence.
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 Dennis R.J. Geppert/The Holland Sentinel 

Heather Phillips  puts together parts for products at Kandu. The organization gets some of its funding from United Way. 
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megan.schmidt@hollandsentinel.com

(616) 546-4279

She might be in a wheel-
chair, but Heather Phillips 
hardly thinks her disability 
is a hindrance to finding 

work Ð at least not anymore.
Even with limited use of one 

of her hands, the 34-year-old is 
able to help assemble car parts 
at Kandu Inc., a nonprofit agency 
that develops work skills and 
other life opportunities for people 
with disabilities or other employ-
ment barriers.

It's a job she enjoys, but one she 
never thought she'd be doing sev-
eral years ago.

ªGrowing up, I lived in the 
country,º said Phillips. ªIt just 
seemed like when you're in a 
wheelchair, you have to depend 
on other people to drive you here 
and take you there.º

Phillips is grateful for more than 
just the marketable skills she's 
learned participating in Kandu's 
program.

ªI've become more indepen-
dent,º she said. 

Phillips is one of the 125 to 
250 people who report to work 
at Kandu, 4190 Sunnyside Drive, 
each day. Its skills program is one 
of seven in the region supported 
through the education area of the 
annual United Way drive.

Although a nonprofit organiza-

tion, Kandu operates much like 
any business. It selects people 
with employment barriers to pro-
duce a range of goods for local 
manufacturers, and often they 
can earn a wage. 
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Heather Phillips  puts together prod-
uct parts for Kandu.
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I've become more independent.

Ð HEATHER PHILLIPS
Kandu worker

See SUPPORT, A2
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BY JIM HAYDEN
jim.hayden@hollandsentinel.com

(269) 673-1701

A new Allegan County jail 
might hold fewer inmates, 
cost half of earlier estimates 
and be paid for from exist
ing county funds, not a 
millage.

For the first time since 
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This is the third in  
a regular series of  
stories about area  
people whose lives have been 
changed for the better through the 
Greater Ottawa County United Way 
and its community partners.

AGENCY SNAPSHOT

Kandu Inc. 

· Provides work and life skills  
training for people with disabilities
· Formed 1953 in Grand Haven, 
expanded to Holland in 1972 
· Serves more than 1,200 people  
a year
· Contracts with 70 or more  
companies a year
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The Associated Press

The public verdict is in 

Eighty-eight percent say 
a country's education sys-
tem has a major effect on its 
economic health. Nearly as 
many Ð 79 percent Ð say 

underscore the tensions 
confronting federal and 
local officials across the 
country balancing the com-
peting pressures of strength-

MORE INSIDE

House Democrats reject tax 
deal made between Obama, 
Republican leaders, A4.

A man died in a house fire in Hamilton early Thursday morning.  
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$15 adults, $12 seniors, students and LAA members

 100-plus vendors, food, Toys for Tots collection

 Holland Town Center, 12330 James St., Holland

Submit information in written form via e-mail to 
connie.page@hollandsentinel.com or fax to (616) 393-6710. 
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Although Phillips assembles rub-
ber and plastic interior car parts, 
others work on photo frames, office 
furniture or food and beverage pack-
aging. Shifts typically run from 
8:45 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. 

Kandu formed in 1953 in Grand 
Haven and expanded services to Hol-
land in 1972. 

ªKandu was started by a group of 

parents who had children with dis-
abilities and wanted to make sure 
they could be productive members 
of society,º said Tami Elhart, devel-
opment director for Kandu.

The nonprofit serves more than 
1,200 people each year. Individu-
als are accepted into the program 
by referral and undergo a 30-day 
assessment to gauge their skills and 
interests, said Don Avery, program 
coordinator.

Someone might have an interest in 
an area, he said, ªso we look at what 
opportunities we have at that time 

that might gear towards that type of 
work.º 

The program isn't limited to labor. 
Participants also work with coaches 
on communications skills, resume 
building and how to access commu-
nity resources, such as public trans-
portation.

For Phillips, Kandu helped her not 
only discover her talents, but also 
gave her an outlet for them. 

ªIt gives me something to do every 
day, so I don't get bored,º Phillips 
said. ªOtherwise, I'd probably be 
driving everyone crazy.º

Support
From A1

and called 911, she said. 
VandenBosch said she Fire Poll BY THE NUMBERS


